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sties." All forms of duty required by the State in time of war are
worthy of respect, and class or occupational prejudice about them
should not be encouraged. If, however, the hon. Member will furnish
me with the names of " experienced miners under 36 years of age who
are anxious to return to the mines," but whose work in the Army
consists wholly or even mainly in " looking after wash-houses and
feeding pigs and cleaning out their sties," and who have no prospect
of taking part in operations of war, I will give my personal attention
to their cases.

When the member then said that the word " menial" had been used by the men
themselves, Mr. Churchill replied :

I took the precaution, before answering this question, of looking up
the word " menial " in the dictionary. I find that it is generally used
in a contemptuous sense. But I am sure that is not what my hon.
Friend intended, and my answer was framed in order to show how
glad I was that he had not adopted that interpretation.

WAR CORRESPONDENTS' MESSAGES

Asked for information about his inquiries into the restrictions on messages from war
correspondents in Italy, the Prime Minister said on February 22 :

My inquiries did not take me very long, as I myself sent the telegram
asking for a stricter censorship on alarmist reports about the position
in the bridgehead sent not by the correspondents there, but by persons
in Naples and Algiers. Such words as " desperate " ought not to be
used about the position in a battle of this kind when they are false.
Still less should they be used if they were true. In the first case they
needlessly distress the public ; in the second they encourage the enemy
to attack. I am glad that radio facilities have been restored to the
correspondents in the bridgehead. These were not the people who
caused the trouble, but others far in rear. The liberty of the Press is
of high consequence, and so also are the lives of the troops.

I take full responsibility for doing my best to see that these matters
are conducted in a proper manner. I certainly thought, from some
of the headlines and some of the telegrams coming from people at
Algiers, and from many reports sent to the American Press, that
a wrong impression was being given, both to our people and to the
enemy, of the situation in the bridgehead. I therefore issued some
reassuring statements myself, based on those of the" commanders,
and at die same time telegraphed asking that there should be a
stricter censorship on alarmist phraseology. I take full responsibility
for that. I did not in fact telegraph to General Alexander at all.
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